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One  of  the  leading  advertising  men 
of  the  nation ,  himself  a  veteran 
Scouter ,  tells  the  story  of  how  and 
why  Scouting  produces  leadership . 


far  more  of  the  needed  leaders  than  the  normal  quota. 

But  that  wasn’t  the  end  of  the  search  for  facts.  We 
Americans  are  not  a  -  warlike  nation.  God  willing,  I 
hope  we  will  never  haVe  to  fight  another  war. 

But  the  story  is  just  as  good  when  you  look  for 
leaders  in  our  normal  peacetime  system  of  private 
enterprise. 

Believe  me,  that  record  is  one  of  the  most  inspiring 
facts  in  our  country  today.  Wherever  you  go  —  in  busi¬ 
ness,  in  government,  in  public  service  —  you’ll  find  the 
same  kind  of^heart-warming  facts  that  were  found  in 
the  Armed  Forces  during  the  war. 

Among  thb  younger  executives  climbing  to  the  top, 
there  is  a  jnigher  than  normal  percentage  who  were 
former  Scouts  and  Scouters.  Thomas  J.  Watson,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the'  great  International  Business  Machines  Cor¬ 
poration,  spoke  for  many  executives  when  he  said :  “We 
want  more  people  who  are  interested,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  in  this  Scouting  movement.”  Pennsylvania’s 
very  able  senator,  Edward  Martin,  tpld  why.  He  once 
organized  a  troop  of  forty-five  Boy  Scouts.  Years  later, 
he  checked  up  to  find  out  what  they  were  doing.  “All 
forty-five,”  he  said,  “have  made  good  in  life.” 

I  could  go  on  quoting  from  literally  dozens  of  busi¬ 
ness  executives  and  men  in  public  life.  All  say  the  same 
thing.  Based  on  their  facts,  anyone  who  wanted  to  point 
out  the  way  to  successful  leaders  for  this  country’s 
future  would  say,  “Start  off  by  joining  the  Boy  Scout 
movement  and  keep  it  up  all  your  life.” 

I  think  I  can  tell  you  why  that  is  true.  It  isn’t  because 
Scouts  have  had  any  God-given  advantage  over  their 
fellow  men.  Scouting  is  the  most  democratic  movement 
on  earth.  It  is  open  to  everyone,  regardless  of  race,  color, 
creed,  wealth,  education,  social  position,  or  even  physi¬ 
cal  ability. 

i 

No  —  it  isn’t  because  of  any  natural  advantage.  Our 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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{ fllT  e’ll  have  Scouting  here  in  the  school  as  long 
Wii  as  I’m  here,”  said  Sam  G.  Richie  quietly.  Doubt- 
■  ■  less  he  said  it  with  a  gleam  in  his  eyes,  though 
you  couldn’t  prove  it,  because  he  wears  thick-lensed 
glasses  to  strengthen  his  limited  vision.  The  limitation 
of  his  vision,  however,  is  merely  physical. 

Richie  is  a  former  student  and  Scout  and  also  long¬ 
time  teacher  and  Scoutmaster  at  the  Kentucky  State 
School  for  the  Blind  in  Louisville.  He  was  fine  of  the 
original  thirty-two  Scouts  in  Troop  10,  organized  in 
February  and  first  chartered  on  April  1,  1911.  Probably 
it  was  the  first  troop  for  handicapped  boys.  Beyond 
probability  it  is  one  of  the  few  troops  continuously  active 
for  forty-five  years. 

Because  the  Scouts  in  Troop  10  are  blind,  many 
trails  are  closed  to  them.  But  the  trail  of  Scouting  is, 
and  always  has  been,  wide  open  to  them  and  other 
handicapped  boys.  Scouting  is  for  all  boys  —  not  only 
for  all  races,  all  religious  faiths,  all  economic  levels,  but 
also  for  all  degrees  of  ability. 

Time  was  when  the  handicapped  boy  was  almost  a 
social  discard,  disqualified  for  real  participation  in 
normal  activities,  an  object  of  pity,  and  a  burden  to 
himself  and  the  social  order.  Now  we  realize  that  with 
proper  training  he  may  become  a  useful,  happy  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  community.  Sam  Richie,  Scoutmaster  and 
teacher,  is  an  example. 

In  comparison  with  the  four-minute  miler,  the  250- 
pound  fullback,  or  the  six-foot-ten  basketball  star,  most 
of  us  are  handicapped.  We  simply  do  not  have  their 
physical  equipment.  But  all  of  us  can  learn  many  skills 
in  the  world  of  sports  and  recreation,  and  we  adjust 
happily  to  what  we  can  do.  If  tennis  and  skiing  are  too 
strenuous,  maybe  we  fish  or  play  golf. 

The  only  difference  with  the  so-called  handicapped 


boy  is  a  matter  of  degree.  The  necessary  limitations  on 
his  activities  and  the  amount  of  training  he  needs  vary 
with  the  extent  of  his  handicap.  Our  schools  and  institu¬ 
tions  for  such  children  do  not  aim  to  segregate  them 
from  normal  life,  but  to  prepare  them  for  as  full  a 
life  as  possible.  And  what  these  youngsters  can  achieve 
in  the  face  of  major  handicaps  is  a  source  of  amaze¬ 
ment  to  their  teachers  and  leaders. 

Scouting  long  has  been  a  favorite  tool  in  such  in¬ 
stitutions.  Troop  10’s  forty-five  year  record  is  one  ex¬ 
ample.  Others  are  scattered  across  the  country.  Over  five 
hundred  packs,  troops,  and  Explorer  units  are  chartered 
in  institutions  for  children  with  a  wide  variety  of 
physical  and  mental  handicaps. 

Besides  the  units  composed  entirely  of  handicapped 
boys  others  by  design  are  about  half  and  half  boys 
with  and  without  handicaps.  The  association  with  nor¬ 
mal  boys  is  a  morale  builder  to  most  handicapped  lads. 

The  basic  Scouting  concept  that  each  boy  advances 
at  his  own  rate  of  speed  has  been  particularly  useful. 
Likewise  the  patrol,  den,  or  crew  idea,  with  the  group 
working  together  and  older  or  more  capable  members 
helping  the  less  capable.  The  advancement  program 
provides  incentive  and  a  sense  of  accomplishment.  To 
these  hoys,  faced  with  so  many  discouragements,  merely 
belonging  to  a  Scout  troop  builds  morale  and  self- 
confidence. 

The  activities  of  a  unit  like  Troop  10  of  Louisville 
show  an  amazing  range.  They  attend  camp  and  cam- 
porees.  For  several  years  they  have  been  represented  al 
an  interstate  jamboree  for  blind  Scouts  with  troops  from 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Oklahoma, 
and  Illinois.  Activities  include  a  campfire  with  songs, 
stunts,  and  stories,  and  competition  in  such  Scout 
crafts  as  signaling,  knife  and  axe,  cooking,  tent  pitch- 
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Above — 1911 ,  Troop  10  at  Ken¬ 
tucky  School  for  Blind.  At  this  end 
of  second  rank  is  Scout  Sam  Richie. 
Today  he  is  Troop  10’ s  Scoutmaster 
and  has  been  thirty-seven  years. 


Right — Aamed  Grotto’s  Troop  22  in 
Louisville ,  Kentucky ,  helps  cerebral 
palsy  victims  win  the  battle  of  mind 
Ugainst  muscle.  Scouting  builds 
morale  and  muscular  control. 
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ing,  first  aid,  and  knot  tying.  Scouts  have  advanced  even 
as  far  as  Eagle  rank.  The  troop  had  one  Scout  at  the 
national  jamboree  in  California. 

Even  boys  crippled  by  cerebral  palsy  are  not  denied 
Scouting.  Although  they  are  normal  mentally,  their 
bodily  handicaps  often  are  more  noticeable  and  the 
therapeutic  value  of  Scouting  is  more  dramatic.  Scouting 
projects  provide  them  the  all-important  incentive  to 
keep  trying  in  their  everlasting  struggle  of  mind  with 
muscle.  The  satisfaction  from  even  small  successes  builds 
self-confidence  and  spurs  the  boy  on  to  further  happy, 
rewarding  effort. 

Such  a  unit  is  Troop  22  of  Louisville,  sponsored  by 
the  Aamed  Grotto,  a  Masonic  organization.  All  of  its 
members  are  victims  of  cerebral  palsy.  Many  of  them 
attend  meetings  in  wheel  chairs.  For  some  of  them  every 
word,  every  motion,  is  a  struggle.  When  they  repeat  the 
Scout  Oath,  “I  will  do  my  best”  has  a  special  meaning. 

Scoutmaster  George  Zengel  says,  “Grotto  members 
had  no  experience  with  handicapped  boys  when  we  took 
over  the  troop.  We  started  with  just  the  Scout  handbook 
and  common  sense.  Since  then  all  of  us  have  taken 


Scout  leaders’  basic  training.  Believe  me,  we  got  more 
out  of  this  troop  than  we  put  in.” 

The  leaders,  troop  committeemen,  and  parents  trans¬ 
port  the  boys  to  and  from  meetings  and  help  with  coach¬ 
ing.  Scouts  and  Explorers  from  other  units  have  helped. 

Out  of  Troop  22’s  meetings  have  come  hobbies  that 
are  more  than  therapeutic  exercise;  some  of  them  have 
led  to  a  livelihood.  One  Scout  has  a  photography  dark¬ 
room,  another  a  radio  repair  shop,  a  third  a  television 
repair  shop.  Scouting  is  an  open  trail  to  these  boys. 

Kenneth  E.  Evans,  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  98,  Devon, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Jack  Shelley,  assistant  Scoutmaster, 
write:  “How  much  can  Scouting  offer  to  handicapped 
boys  in  your  community — more  specifically,  those  who 
are  mentally  retarded  or  emotionally  disturbed?  How 
much  can  Scouting  offer  to  boys  who  are  physically 
handicapped  by  spastic  paralysis  or  by  other  central 
nervous  system  injuries;  or  to  the  other  so-called  non¬ 
learners  at  school,  who  are  accustomed  to  thinking  of 
themselves  in  terms  of  failure  and  derision? 

“On  the  basis  of  six  years’  experience  in  the  Deve- 
( Continued  on  page  21) 
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SCOUTING  IN  ACTION .  These  SCOUT  SHORTS  pages  undertake  to 
show  a  eross  section  of  our  program  in  action.  Besides  important 
announcements  and  items  of  information  there  will  he  a  panorama 
of  Scouting  activities.  Some  items  will  he  unique  and  different ; 
most  of  them  will  be  just  healthy  examples  of  the  good  Scouting 
which  goes  on  in  thousands  of  communities  over  the  nation  week 
after  week.  If  you  have  a  good  story  or  a  good  picture ,  send  it  in. 


EXPLORERS  IN  ACTION.  The  story  of  a  year  of 
Exploring  with  Post  1037  Jackson  Heights,  New  York, 
this  unusual  filmstrip,  photographed,  written,  and  nar¬ 
rated  by  members  of  the  post,  is  no  armchair  program, 
hut  the  actual  record  of  a  real  unit.  A  stimulant  to  good 
program  planning  in  any  Explorer  unit,  Explorers  in 
Action  is  available  from  the  Visual  Aids  Seryice,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  or  through  your  local  council  office. 


THAT  OUTSTANDING  SERMON.  Be  on  the  lookout 

for  that  Boy  Scout  Week  sermon  that  really  rings  the 
bell.  Get  the  manuscript  and  send  it  in.  It  may  be 
selected  as  one  of  the  ten  best  Scout  Week  sermons, 
sent  out  each  year  by  our  Public  Relations  Service.  It 
will  be  considered  for  possible  inclusion  in  Dr.  Paul 
Fletcher’s  annual  volume  Best  Sermons.  It  might  be 
included  in  other  collections  of  outstanding  sermons. 


#  SMILE  DAY.  Housewives  in  Dallas ,  T exas , 
thought  they  were  seeing  double  when  Scouts 
Joe  and  Sam  Bonney  called  on  them  last  October. 
Joe  and  Sam ,  identical  twins  from  Troop  35 , 
were  part  of  a  project  that  the  Circle  Ten  Council 
has  carried  on  for  the  past  twenty-five  years ,  dis¬ 
tributing  Good  Will  bags  to  be  filled  with  used 
clothing  to  provide  work  for  the  handicapped. 


#  OPERATION  M.O.E.B.  at  Lafayette ,  Indiana. 

An  emergency  telephone  call!  Fifty  Ex¬ 
plorers  of  Lafayette  and  nearby  territory  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  summons  for  Mobilization  on 
Emergency  Basis  within  a  matter  of  minutes.  The 
lost  boy  (a  dummy  borrowed  from  the  window 
display  manager  of  a  local  store)  was  found  in 
six  minutes.  The  Explorers  are  ready  to  aid  civil 
officials  on  short  notice  in  case  of  emergency. 


HANDICAPPED  HOYS 

( Continued  jrom  page  9) 


reux  schools — a  group  of  some  twenty 
residential  schools,  located  near  De¬ 
von,  Pennsylvania,  and  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara,  California,  dealing  with  a 
variety  of  handicapped  boys — we  are 
emphatically  convinced  that  the  an¬ 
swer  is  ‘everything.’  Everything  that 
Scouting  has  to  offer  to  a  so-called 
normal  troop,  plus  additional  benefits 
in  terms  of  help  toward  rehabilitation. 

Scouting  was  started  in  the  Dever- 
eux  schools  as  a  ‘filler’  for  the  recrea¬ 
tion  program;  but  it  met  with  an  al¬ 
most  instantaneous  response  on  the 
part  of  both  the  boys  and  the  staff.  At 
the  same  time,  psychiatrists  and  clini¬ 
cal  psychologists,  who  were  working 
with  many  of  these  children,  attributed 
a  host  of  improvements  directly  to 
Scouting:  ‘much  evidence  of  growth 
toward  maturity’;  ‘a  definite  increase 
in  emotional  stability,  since  Joe 
joined  the  troop’;  ‘has  been  critically 
helpful  in  redirecting  William’s  ag¬ 
gressiveness’;  ‘has  awakened  new  in¬ 
terests  in  Jimmy,  who  was  withdrawn 
and  entirely  unresponsive’;  etc. 


“Remember,  we  are  talking  of 
Scouting — not  of  some  kind  of  mir¬ 
acle  drug  or  a  new  psychological 
technique.  Just  plain,  old-fashioned 
B.S.A.  Scouting,  complete  with  knot 
tying,  overnight  hikes,  and  weekly 
patrol  meetings!” 

The  Devereux  School  leaders  add, 
“We  hope  that  some  of  our  experi¬ 
ences  may  encourage  those  who  feel 
that  special  troops — not,  of  course, 
designated  as  such  to  the  boys  who 
belong  to  them — have  a  strong  claim 
on  community  Scouters,  as  well  as 
on  those  who  are  engaged  in  institu¬ 
tional  work.” 

Nor  must  we  forget  the  many 
“normal”  packs,  troops,  and  Ex¬ 
plorer  units  in  which  one  or  more 
handicapped  boys  find  a  chance  to 
achieve  according  to  their  own 
ability.  Most  important  of  all,  they 
find  the  joy  of  belonging,  which 
makes  life  rich  and  meaningful. 

Scouting  is  the  right  prescription 
for  all  boys.  Maybe  you  can  see  that 
boys  who  need  it  most  get  it.  END 


BOYS'  LIFE 

SCOUTER  SERVICE  DEPT. 

Free  material  available  through  BOYS'  LIFE! 
Merely  fill  in  the  coupon  and  mail  to  address 
listed  on  the  coupon. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF  HOBBY  FILM  AVAILABLE! 
Produced  as  a  public  service  by  Monsanto 
Chemical  Company.  This  16mm.,  ]2Vl  minute, 
non-commercial,  "Have  a  Hobby"  film  illus- 
trates  decoration  ideas  with  plastic  models. 
Distributed  through  Revell,  Inc.,  the  nation's 
largest  manufacturer  of  plastic  hobby  kits. 
Ideal  for  Cub  Pack  and  Scout  Unit  meetings. 


REVELL,  INC. 

PUBLIC  RELATIONS  DEPT. 

4223  OCEAN  PARK  AVENUE 
VENICE,  CALIFORNIA 
Please  send  me  information 
your  do-it-yourself  hobby  film. 
Name  . 


FREE 


on  obtaining 
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ci*Y .  Zone...  State.... 

Unit .  Region .  Council 


L.  L  Bean,  Inc.,  20  Main  St.,  Freeport,  Me. 

Mfrs.  Fishing-  and  Camping  Specialties 


Free 


Ready  February  7 


Fully  illustrated. 
I  08  pages,  show¬ 
ing  special  fishing 
tackle,  footwear, 
clothing  and  one 
hundred  and 
twenty  other 
leather  and  can¬ 
vas  specialties  of 
our  own  manu¬ 
facture. 


DIRECT 

MANUFACTURER 

Choice  of  100  styles 
Flys,  Tarpaulins,  Tent  Accessories 


CAMPING  EQUIPMENT 


Sleeping  Bags,  Air  Mattresses, 
Axes,  Haversacks,  Rucksacks,  etc. 
Send  15c  for  100  Page 
NEW  1956  Tent-Camijinq 
Equipment  Catalog  &  Handbook 


MORSAN  TENTS 


1 0 - 1 9 1<  50th  Ave..  Long  Island  City  I.  N.  Y. 


FREE!  106  STAMPS 


ALL-DIFFERENT! 

From  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

•  LAOS  •  CAMBODIA 

•  VIET-NAM  •  ISRAEL 

Yours  FREE  —  to  intro¬ 
duce  our  bargain  approv¬ 
als — this  imported  collec¬ 
tion  of  106  different 
stamps.  Includes  very  first 
stamps  Issued  by  states 
of  Laos  and  Viet- Nam: 
Temple  Dancer  stamp 
:  from  Cambodia:  Flying 
Stag  from  Israel:  Koose- 
velt  Triangle  from  Mon- 
aco;  Lenin-Stalin  stamp 
from  Czechoslovakia  — 
plus  scores  more  from  all 
over  the  globe!  It's  a  reg¬ 
ular  $1.00  value— yet  yours  FREE. 
(Please  enclose  10c  to  cover  postage 
and  handling).  ‘‘Midget  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  Stamps”  included  FREE 
. . .  plus  a  big  selection  of  stamps, 
on  approval,  for  free  examination 
ASK  FOR  LOT  NB-6 

ZENITH  COMPANY 

81  Willoughby  St.,  Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 
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Fascinating 

FISH  PUPPET 

made  in  a  My! 

Subscribe  NOW  for 

PACK-O-FUN 

to  be  sure  you  receive 
BIG  March  issue  with 
directions  for  Puppet. 

Make  PACK-O-FUN  your 
Monthly  Source  of  Ideas 
for  THINGS  to  MAKE 
and  DO  ...  as  thousands 
of  leaders  have  come  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  it.  Here’s  what 


Fish  Puppet  (illustrated  above)  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  March  issue  is  typical  of 
PACK-O-FUN’S  helpful  tie-in  with 
Cub  Scout  monthly  theme.  Theme 
projects  are  child-tested,  developed 
for  quick,  easy  completion  .  .  .  and 
use  scrap  material  to  keep  cost  down. 
Cub  Scouts  enjoy  collecting  the  ma¬ 
terials  ahead  of  time  ...  it  adds  to 
the  thrill  of  accomplishment  when 
Phineas,  the  talking  fish,  is  ready  for 
the  Swim! 


HERE’S  WHAT  YOU  GET  Each  Month 
in  PACK-O-FUN  .  .  .  dozens  of  exciting, 
penny-saving  Scrapcraft  ideas  for  gifts, 
j  games,  toys,  novelties  .  .  .  BIG  supply  of 
■  suggestions  for  seasonal  activities,  deeo- 
i  rations,  recipes  .  .  .  Skits,  Pastimes,  Book 
!  Reviews  .  .  .  helpful  (yes,  invaluable) 

I  Idea  Exchange  and  Leader’s  Page  .  .  . 
I  ALL  for  $1.50  a  year, 

I  _ _ _ 


they  say: 


“All  the  ideas  I  need  are  in 
PACK-O-FUN." 


“Makes  my  job  easier 
more  fun! 


Send  4 
TODAY  * 


l50.  10 


lots 


Big 

Issue; 


PACK-O-FUN 


Dept.  126,  741  Devon  Ave., 

J  — - - '  Park  Ridge,  Illinois 

|  0  Enclosed  is  $1.50  for  1  year  subscription  (10 


issues  of  32  pages  or  more  each). 

I  enclose  $2.50  for  Special  TWO  YEAR  Offer. 
SPECIAL  GROUP  PRICE:  $1  each  (when  5  or 
more  subscriptions  are  sent  in  together). 


Name 
Address 
City  .  .  . 


. Zone . 


. State . 


Meet  PHINEAS  .  .  .  private  citizen  of  The  Bottom  of  the  Sea. 
Clever  sock  fish  puppet  has  burlap  fins  and  tail,  colorfully 
touched  up  with  poster  paint ...  bright  felt  mouth  and  button  eyes. 


PREPARED 

( Continued  from  page  5) 


the  days  when  men  could  travel  with¬ 
out  automobiles,  cook  without  electric 
ranges,  find  their  way  without  street 
signs.  Days  when  men  were  competent 
and  resourceful  and  daring — un¬ 
afraid  to  pit  their  strength  of  body 
and  skill  of  hand  and  eye  against  the 
wilderness. 


Boys  have  always  risen  to  that  lure, 
and  such  an  outdoor  program,  skill¬ 
fully  guided,  is  one  of  our  most 
natural  ’and  powerful  tools  for  build- 
ing  a  generation  of  citizens  “prepared 
in  body.”  As  we  move  into  our  Four- 
Year  Program,  what  better  place  to 
start  than  to  mobilize  every  resource 
to  achieve  this  basic  objective! 


INDIAN  CRAFT 

SUPPLIES 

Send  10c  for  1956  36  Page  Catalog 
Materials  for  all  Indian  Craft  work. 
Feathers,  books,  beads,  hides,  kits, 

“  GREY  OWL 

INDIANCRAFT  CO. 

4518  Seventh  Ave.,  B’klyn  20,  N.  Y. 
GE  6-3287  Dept.  SI 


CtcplcVie/iJl 

POWERS 


Designed  for  year-round  camping. 

Sail  drill  —  O.D.  color  —  water  and  mildew 
treated  —  Screen  and  window  in  rear  — 
screen  ventilator  over  door.  Size  $2fv9° 
8'6"  front  x  7'6"  x  7'  height.  comp|ete 

Tents  of  all  Types  —  Covers  —  Flies 

SEND  FOR  SPECIAL  SCOUT  FOLDER 

POWERS  &  co.=~K^: 


TAIL 

21  for  si 
Boxes 

TALL 

BibleVerse 

Cards 

TALL 

Photo 

Greetings 

TALL 

Krome- 

Kotes 

TALL 

0e  Luxe 
Boxes 

TALL 

Comic 

Cards 

TALL 

Notes 


ALL-OCCASION 

GREETING  CARDS 

Pay  You  Big  Money! 

Show  150  Newest  Money-Makers 

Easy  to  make  extra  money  showing 
friends  the  sensational  new  TALL 
shape — huge  selection  of  lovelier 
cards  for  birthdays &every  occasion 
through  the  year,  for  every  taste  and 
purse — all  TALL  designs.  You  make 
up  to  60c  per  box.  They  sell  so  fast,  it’s 
amazing  how  soon  you’ve  got  big  money. 

No  Experience  Needed 

Complete  all-new  line  of  Gift  Items,  Sta¬ 
tionery,  other  Assortments  helps  double 
your  earnings.  Cash  Bonus, too.  Get  free 
Personalized  Samples  and  Assortments 
on  approval.  Inspiring  $1.26  Gift  offered 
FREE  for  acting  quickly.  Send  no  money 
-just  mail  coupon  for  samplesTQDA Y. 

CARDINAL  CRAFTSMEN.  Dept.  B-103  J 

1400  State  Ave.,  Cincinnati  14,  Ohio  I 

Please  send  money-makinjf  samples  on  • 
approval  and  FREE  otters. 


|  City . ---- --- . State . | 


